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Abstract
Wushu, also known as Kung Fu, is a traditional Chinese martial art. It also symbolizes the strength of the Chinese and their pride in their history. Wushu came to be associated with Chinese nationalism after China's various defeats at the hands of foreign imperialist powers at the turn of the 20th century. This relationship has been further strengthened through martial arts films. In the first half of the 20th century, martial arts films helped to construct national identity among the Chinese. They also and strength. This article will discuss the relationships between nationalism, Wushu, and Chinese martial arts films. It will explain how Wushu became linked to national identity and nationalism through film, and how these films have helped Wushu lay a rhetorical claim to Chinese purity and identity.
The Beginning (1920s-1930s)
Descriptions of Wushu can be traced to the Xia Dynasty (2100 BC-1600 BC). 6 At that time, Wushu was a part of military training. 7 With the development of technology
